Rules of 

The London Library

Memberships and Fees

1. Entrance Fee

        The entrance fee if any shall be decided by the Trustees.

2. Annual Membership  
        The annual fee shall be payable on admission to membership and will fall due again on the first day of the succeeding month in every subsequent year.  Annual members shall be admitted to full membership of the Library, which includes the right to vote at General Meetings.

3.    The spouse or partner of an annual or life member may be admitted to full annual membership of the Library upon payment of a fee which shall be the ordinary annual fee less an amount proposed by the Trustees.

4. Institutional Membership 
        Institutions may be admitted to full membership on the following terms:

a. Any institution, association, organisation or other body may take out membership in the name of a designated representative.
b. The Trustees may impose such extra payment over and above the normal fees prescribed for the time being as they may think fit having regard to the circumstances in each case.  In the case of  public libraries, the Trustees may impose a special fee related to the number of books required in place of a normal fee.

c. No composition for life membership shall be permitted.

d. A representative may permit the books belonging to the Library to be used by the members or employees of the body which he or she represents on the premises of that body provided that on the application for admission he or she shall have specified the category of persons by whom the books are to be used.  The representative shall remain personally responsible for the safe custody of each book so used.  Books borrowed by representatives of public libraries shall be subject to the rules of those libraries during the period of the loan.

e. Except as provided by this Rule an institutional member shall be subject to the Byelaws and Rules of the Library.

5. If a member fails to pay his or her subscription within three months of the due date, his or her borrowing privileges shall be suspended.

6. A member shall be liable for payment of the subscription unless he or she shall have given prior notice of his or her intention to resign the membership and shall have returned all books.

7.     Life Membership 

        Life membership of the Library may be taken out by any member or intending member who is at least 18 years of age by payment of a single fee calculated according to the age of the applicant.  Evidence of the applicant’s age may be required.  Life members shall be admitted to full membership of the Library.

8.  Temporary Tickets

Temporary tickets, valid for one day or one week, may be issued on payment of the fee prescribed for the time being and under such conditions as the Trustees shall from time to time consider appropriate.  Holders of such tickets shall not be entitled to any of the privileges of membership beyond the use of the Library's collections on the premises of the Library.

9.    Temporary Overseas Membership

         The Librarian may grant temporary membership to applicants from overseas for a period of four months on payment of the fee prescribed for the time being and under such conditions as the Trustees shall from time to time consider appropriate.  Such members shall be entitled to the usual privileges of membership except that they may not vote at a General Meeting.

10.   Suspension of Membership Categories

The Trustees may at any time suspend admission to any category of membership if they deem it to be in the Library’s interests to do so.

Borrowing Entitlements and Use of Books

11.      Personal members living within 20 miles of the Library shall each be entitled to have on loan up to 10 volumes at any one time and members living at a greater distance from the Library up to 15 at any one time.  Members who wish to borrow more than the number of volumes allowed as above may upon extra payment claim an additional number of volumes up to a maximum allowance of 40 volumes at any one time.

12.       Institutional members based within 20 miles of the Library and with 10 or more staff or members shall each be entitled to have on loan up to 15 volumes at any one time and such institutional members based at a greater distance from the Library up to 20 at any one time.  Institutional members based within 20 miles of the Library and with less than 10 staff or members shall each be entitled to have on loan up to 10 volumes at any one time and such institutional members based at a greater distance from the Library up to 15 at any one time.  Institutional members who wish to borrow more than the number of volumes allowed as above may upon extra payment claim an additional number of volumes up to a maximum allowance of 40 volumes at any one time.

13.      The normal loan period for books shall be two months, after which time the member shall be required to return the volumes or renew their loan.  If a member requests a book that has been on loan to another member for one month or longer, the member possessing the book must return it within one week of receiving notice from the Library.  New books (i.e. books acquired by the Library within the last 4 months) may be borrowed for 14 days and during this period are not subject to recall; they may be renewed if not wanted by another member.  The Library reserves the right to restrict the number of such books which may be borrowed by any individual member at any one time.

14.     In the event of any member keeping a book beyond the time at which it ought to be returned under Rule 12, no other book shall be issued to him or her until the book so due shall have been returned, and if not returned within six months from the date of issue the member shall be liable for the full cost of replacing the book.

15.      A member wishing to borrow books by post shall leave a deposit for postal charges at the Library and renew it on request when it has been spent.  The member shall be liable for the cost of postage of books from the time of issue from the Library to the time of return. 

16.     Members shall be liable for the full cost of replacement of any book or of the work of which it is a part which shall be lost, damaged or defaced for whatever reason during the interval between its issue and return, unless the loss shall have been occasioned by the default of any person employed by the Library. 

17.    The Librarian reserves the right to name classes of books, or any particular books, which shall either not be taken out of the Library at all, or which shall be taken out only under special conditions to be determined by the Librarian.

18.    No member shall upon any pretext whatever take out of the Library any book, pamphlet or periodical until the loan has been properly recorded.

19.      Members shall not lend the Library’s books to others.

20.    No member shall destroy or deface, by writing or otherwise, any book or other article belonging to or in the custody of the Library.

21.    A member who causes damage to Library property by his or her default or negligence shall be liable for the cost of repair or replacement.

22.   The days and hours for opening and closing the Library shall be at the discretion of the Trustees.
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