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Press release, October 2012 

For further information and images please contact Elena Smith on 020 7766 4704 or email 
elena.smith@londonlibrary.co.uk  
 
NOTES FOR EDITORS 
 
The London Library, St James’s Square, was founded in 1841 and is the world’s largest 
independent lending library. Its broad and eclectic collection covers a vast number of subjects 
across the humanities, with books dating from the 16th Century to the latest print and digital 
resources. It has over one million volumes, stored on 15 miles of open-access shelves which 
may be freely browsed with over 97% available for loan.  
 
With over 7000 current members, the Library has provided an invaluable resource to writers, 
researchers and avid readers for over 160 years. Past and present members include Charles 
Darwin, George Eliot, Virginia Woolf, T.S. Eliot, Bruce Chatwin, Sebastian Faulks, Jeremy 
Paxman, Antonia Fraser and current president Sir Tom Stoppard. Membership of the London 
Library is open to all. 
 
Young Person’s Membership of the Library, for 16-24 year olds, is priced at half the standard 
fee: £225 a year, or £18.75 a month. Standard individual annual membership is £445 a year, or 
£37.08 a month. 
 
The Library also offers Supported Memberships: members or prospective members unable to 
meet the full annual fee may be eligible for Carlyle Membership from The London Library 
Trust, a small charitable body administered for the benefit of the Library. Assistance will 
normally cover 30% or, in some cases 60% of the annual subscription fee.  
 
The Library is a registered charity and receives no government or statuary funding and is 
funded entirely by members’ subscriptions, donations and bequests. In summer 2010 the 
Library completed the second phase of its historic refurbishment designed by Haworth 
Tompkins Architects 
 
The London Library, 14 St James’s Square, London SW1Y 4LG.  
Nearest underground: Piccadilly, Green Park 
 
www.londonlibrary.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 


