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THIS SEASON’S 
LITERARY EVENTS EMMA HUGHES

DECEMBER

Fiona Shaw, whose acting abilities enable
her to break down gender barriers by
assuming both male and female
characters, will feature in the exhibition
Identity: Eight Rooms Nine Lives, along
with other individuals who have illuminated
our thinking about the fascinating topic of
human identity, at the Wellcome Collection
until 11 April (wellcome.collection.org).

To celebrate the 300th anniversary of the
first formal biography of Shakespeare,
Charles Nicholl* has contributed the
introduction to a new edition of Nicholas
Rowe’s The Life of Shakespeare. On 
9 December, he’ll be providing a personal
view of Rowe’s biography at Shakespeare’s
Globe (shakespeares-globe.org).

Present-buying for the literary someone in
your life? Why not give them a first edition
or a rare print? Sotheran’s in Piccadilly
(sotherans.co.uk) has a huge range to suit
all tastes and budgets. You could pick up
a privately printed edition of W.H. Auden’s
Three Songs for St Cecilia's Day, or even
a 19th-century Yoshida print. If the early
modern era is more to your significant
other’s tastes, the antiquarian booksellers
Quaritch in Mayfair (quaritch.com) are
presenting a display of Elizabethan and
Jacobean texts in the upper foyer of
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre over the
Christmas period – and they’re all for sale
(shakespeares-globe.org).

JANUARY
Newsweek made Jonathan Lethem one
of its ‘100 People for the New Century’,
and Edward Norton recently bought the
film rights for his novel Motherless
Brooklyn. He’ll be at the London Review
Bookshop on 7 January (lrbshop.co.uk)
to talk about his latest novel, Chronic
City, which features a faded child-star
actor, a cultural critic, a ghost-writer and
a city official.

FEBRUARY

Half a century after C.P. Snow's The Two
Cultures, the arts and sciences are still
keeping themselves (mostly) to
themselves. LSE’s Space for Thought
Literary Festival (11–13 February,
lse.ac.uk) will be nudging at these
boundaries, combing the borderlands
between social science, natural science
and the humanities for insights into mind,
self and society. 

Barbara Demick’s new book Nothing to
Envy (Granta) has been described by Jung
Chang as ‘a most perceptive and eye-
opening account of everyday life in North
Korea’. The author will be speaking to
Lindsey Hilsum, International Editor for
Channel 4 News, at the Royal Festival
Hall on 16 February at 7.45 pm
(southbankcentre.co.uk).

RECENT LITERARY AWARDS
Congratulations to the Library members
who were nominated for or have won
literary awards since August 2009

Roy and Lesley Adkins, Jack Tar, 
nominated for Mountbatten Maritime
Award 2009 for best literary contribution
Adam Foulds, The Quickening Maze,
shortlisted for 2009 Man Booker Prize 
Michael Holroyd, A Strange Eventful
History, winner of 2009 James Tait
Black Memorial Prize for Biography
Meredith Hooper, The Ferocious
Summer: Palmer’s Penguins and the
Warming of Antarctica, winner of 2008
Nettie Palmer Prize for Non-fiction at the
Victorian Premier’s Awards, Australia
James Lever, Me Cheeta, longlisted for
2009 Man Booker Prize
M.M. Mahood, The Poet as Botanist,
equal winner (with Frances Wilson) of
2009 Rose Mary Crawshay Prize by the
British Academy 

Patrick Ness, The Ask and the Answer,
shortlisted for 2009 Booktrust Teenage
Prize 
Kaori O’Connor, The Hawaiian Luau:
Food as Tradition, Transgression,
Transformation and Travel, winner of
2009 Sophie Coe Prize in Food History
Christopher Reid, A Scattering, shortlisted
for 2009 Forward Prize for Best Collection
Jacqueline Wilson, nominated for 2010
Astrid Lindgren Prize

Correction: Sabina ffrench Blake, Henry
Tonks, was the recipient of the Society of
Authors 2009 ‘Authors’ Foundation Award’,
not the ‘Authors’ Modulation Award’, as
stated in the last issue of the magazine.

The magazine would welcome any
information from members who have
won or been nominated for prizes, to
be included in future issues.
Please send details to:
development@londonlibrary.co.uk

April Ashley, backstage at Le Carousel, c.1958, who
features in the Wellcome’s Identity exhibition.

MARCH

The picturesque Theatre by the Lake in
Keswick is the setting for this year’s
Words by the Water Literature Festival
(5–14 March, wordsbythewater.org.uk).
Writers and readers will congregate on
the edge of Derwentwater for workshops,
book launches and special exhibitions. 

* Current Library member
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